Environment and the Water Treatment Plan in Catalonia by ,
E N V I R O N M E N T  AND THE 
W A T E R  TREATMENT PLAN IN 
CATALONIA 
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atalonia is  a country whose ter- 
ritory has been considerably 
transformed by man's interven- 
tion, as is to be expected in a land 
which for a thousand years has been 
subject to the influence of many differ- 
ent cultures. This not only allows us a 
closer knowledge of the country itself, 
but also gives us ample reason to re- 
spect her. 
Conservation and lntervention 
A good environmental policy is  based 
on two types of activity: conservation 
schemes and environmental interven- 
tion. In Catalonia, a wide range of co- 
ordinated conservation schemes have 
been undertaken by the "Departament 
de Política Territorial i Obres Públiques" 
and by other departments, such as that 
of Agriculture, Farming and Fishing; at 
first, according to the 1975 state legis- 
lation on areas of special protection, 
and now, on the basis of the "Llei d'Es- 
pais Naturals" of 1985. 
At the moment, there is  one national 
park in Catalonia, seven natural parks, 
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three natural areas of national interest 
and some fifty natural reserves. All 
these areas are subject to the laws ap- 
plied within a basic framework of envi- 
ronmental legislation, completed with 
the decree of April 1988, for the eva- 
luation of the impact on the environ- 
ment. 
But other instruments have been used in 
the interests of conservation, as well as 
the declaration of natural parks: town 
planning has also played a part, and 
Special Environmental Protection Plans 
have been drawn up and put into prac- 
tice. Another way of protecting the en- 
vironment, in this case the coast, is that 
undertaken by the "Direcció General de 
Ports i Costes", whose "Pla de Ports 
Esportius" establishes the degree of ex- 
ploitation permissible at each point of 
the coast, and which also draws up 
plans for coastal development and the 
use of beaches, etcetera. 
The other part of environmental policy 
consists in direct interventions in the na- 
tural surroundings; interventions in the 
positive sense, to improve degraded 
areas, and preventive interventions in 
processes of soil use and in the exploi- 
tation and transformation of natural re- 
sources. 
An industrial country such as ours, with- 
out an abundant supply of raw mat- 
erial~, with a high level of activity, exten- 
sively built up, and in need of further 
transformations if it is to maintain its 
position in relation to the other regions 
of Europe, cannot help having an im- 
pact on the environment. It must be cer- 
tain that this impact is fully iustifiable 
and that the means are on hand to 
correct any imbalance which might 
arise, but without renouncing interven- 
tion in the environment. This should take 
place without causing any unnecessary 
damage, and any degradation that 
might result from the intervention should 
be put right as far as possible. This is 
the method used, for example, in the 
case of open-cast mining. When the 
supply of minerals has been exhausted, 
the area should be returned to its origi- 
nal state of preservation, so that there 
is no harmful effect on the landscape. 
Another very important instrument in the 
fight against environmental degrada- 
tion is the Industrial Waste Board, which 
works in two ways: it lists and classifies 
substances which are emitted as by- 
products of industrial processes, and 
prepares sites and installations for their 
treatment, so that they can be neutral- 
ized and stored. These concepts will 
have to be studied following our entry 
into the Common Market, because the 
need to bring our companies into line 
with waste treatment and eliminatioi 
systems imposed by Common Market 
regulations will oblige us to introduce a 
new phase in the manufacturing pro- 
cess. 
Water Treatment 
This is another field in which the "Junta 
de Saneiament de Catalunya" is work- 
ing. The treatment of our rivers is a 
problem which has been tackled with 
conviction and for which a solution has 
been found. 
After many attempts and rnany false 
starts since 1970 in the construction and 
installation of a suitable network of 
sewage treatment plants in different 
parts of Catalonia, in 1981 the Catalan 
parliament passed the "Law of legislat- 
ive action on the subiect of the evacua- 
tion and treatment of sewage", pro- 
viding the framework in which the "Junta 
de Sanejament" -created by the same 
law- drew up the "Pla Global de Sane- 
iament de Catalunya", which divided 
the country into thirteen areas, each of 
which was to have its corresponding 
plan of operations. 
At that time, the rivers of Catalonia 
lacked the necessary treatment plants. 
Now, with the progressive application 
of the Area Treatment Plans and with 
the collaboration of the relevant autho- 
rities, we can completely change the 
situation as regards contamination in 
ten years. 
The task of the "Junta de Sanejament" is 
to levy a charge on anyone using the 
water, according to the amount of pol- 
lution produced. This money is used in 
specific treatment projects. At the mo- 
ment, there are seven plans in action, 
representing a total overall cost of 
15 1,240 million pesetas, with invest- 
ment terms that vary between five and 
thirteen years. 
At the same time, the "Junta d'AigüesW 
carries out the work of checking the 
quality of the rivers and has a data 
bank with the results of its analyses, 
providing a long-term picture of devel- 
opments in the quality of the water in 
our rivers. 
The citizens of Catalonia have been 
told that they pay for the degree of 
contamination they produce, and that 
this amount is reinvested, not neces- 
sarily locally, but with a view to im- 
proving the resources of a hydrographic 
basin and its coastal waters, with the 
co-operation of al1 its inhabitants, who 
are directly benefited. 
So far, there has been a noticeable im- 
provement in the Llobregat, the Ter and 
the Anoia, as well as on the Costa Bra- 
va, the Maresme and the Coast of Ba- 
dalona and Barcelona. The most im- 
portant achievements are the construc- 
tion of the treatment plants in Girona 
and Igualada and the sewage system 
for the towns to the north of Barcelona. 
The "Junta de Saneiament" is also res- 
ponsible for the running of the treat- 
ment plants in Barcelona and the other 
main towns and cities of Catalonia. 
Environmental lmpact Studies 
Finally, there is one last block of en- 
vironmental intervention policies: the 
construction of large-scale infrastruc- 
tures and service networks. It is usually 
the administration that has responsibil- 
ity for these projects and, subsequently, 
for the way they affect the environment. 
For this reason, Common Market recom- 
mendations are adopted and applied 
here in al1 the proiects the Generalitat 
draws up regarding infrastructure, 
including the corresponding environ- 
mental impact study, and a suitable esti- 
mate is made for the restoration of the 
area affected. 
In this respect, we find ourselves at the 
beginning of a new phase in which 
the environmental policies of the Execu- 
tive Council of the Generalitat de Cata- 
lunya are developing along the lines 
laid down by the European Communities 
in the Fourth Environmental Action Pro- 
gramme ( 1  987-1 992), a basic tool in 
Community policy in this matter, which, 
essentially, aims to put socio-economic 
developments at the service of man- 
kind, to provide mankind with the best 
possible standard of living, and to 
make this compatible with the increas- 
ingly vital need to preserve the environ- 
ment. 
The Generalitat's "Departament de Po- 
lítica Territorial i Obres Públiques" has 
now created the Directorate General of 
the Environment, to serve the wish to 
see our country clean and well-kept, a 
country which is healthy and in equili- 
brium with the progress which Catalonia 
will never renounce. 
